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Of all the creatures in the sea, 


A fish is smart as smart can be. 


While others swim and play it cool, 


A fish is happy in a school! 


How many fish are in this class? 


Answer quick and you will pass. 


Here's a hint, a little clue, 


When counting fish , just look askew! 






I stroll along a vineyard path, 

And there I see the Grapes of Math! 

Overhead the sun is blazin', 

Soon each grape will be a raisin. 

How many grapes are on the vine? 

Counting each takes too much time. 

Never fear, I have a hunch 

There is a match for every bunch! 





One day while walkIng through a glade, 

I came across a snail parade! 

Rows and rows of snails I spied, 
•"How do all ' erIe 

Don't just group the ones you see, 

Consider where a snail should be! 









Rugged camels on the go, 


Their humps are filled with H 20! 


They trek around all day for fun, 


Some have two humps, others one. 


Can you add the humps you see? 

Don't just count them one, two, three ... 

To help you find the right amount, 

Group by fives before you count. 





Cherries are sweet, and 0 are youI 

Please don't count them separately. 

Pair the cherries bunch by bunch, 

Add them quick before they're lunch! 





P am.e dog do h~"1"''' 0 bark. 

They on't poe you m e ~.-

Instead they burro ,diggmg holes, 

Making tunnels Just like mole t 

It' best to Just subtract the hounds' 





Mama mia, pizza pie, 

How many mushrooms do you spy? 

Please don't count them, it's too slow, 

This hot pie was made to go! 

Let me give you some advice, 

Just do half and count it twice. 
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Strawberries grow along he ground. 

A better treat cannot be found! 

Their seeds r side in tiny ro s. 


From each of them a plant will grow. 


Count them only if you dare. 

Here' a little trick of mine: 

Pair the rows that sum to nine! 
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Add them quickly ifyou can. 

Instead of seeing groups of threes, 

Count by fives and it's a breeze! 





While scallops on the beach look great, 

I'd rather see them on my plate. 

Unfortunately it's their loss, 

They swim their best in butter sauce! 

How m y c • 

Count them quick, it's time for lunch. 

Find a group that does repeat, 

Add them up and we can eat! 





When ummer days are really hot, 

A watermelon hits the spot. 

With every messy, JUICY bite, 

I Spl the eeds clear out of ght! 

Here s a bin tha you may eed. 
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Before you have too 

It's good to have a housing plan. 

Instead of building one big nest, 

Lots of small ones may be best! 

How many eggs are in this batch? 

Count them quick before they hatch. 

Here's a hint you can't ignore: 

Adding's fast with groups of four! 



FISH SCHOOL 
Instead of seeing the fish in rows, look along 
the diagonal and you will see 4 groups of 
4 fish, or 16 fish. 
4+4+4+4=16 

THE GRAPES OF JlATH 
When possible, add numbers that have easy 
sums. The grapes can be matched to create 5 
pairs which each total 10, so there are 50 
grapes altogether. 
10 + 10 + 10 + 10 + 10 = 50 

SNAIL PARADE 
First imagine 3 snails where they seem to be 
missing. Then there are 5 rows of 5 snails, 
or 25 snails. Now subtract the imaginary 
snails and you are left with 22 snails. 

25 - 3 =22 

ANT ATTACK! 
Find a square consisting of 4 rows of 4 ants, 

or 16 ants. Add the remaining 3 ants to get 

19 ants altogether. 

2 + 16 + 1 = 19 




ONE HUMP OR TWO' 
Rather than adding humps across each row, 
add down along each column. Since each of 
the 5 columns has 5 humps, there are 25 
humps altogether. 
5 + 5 + 5 + 5 + 5 = 25 

SWEET CHERRIES 
When possible, add numbers that have easy 
sums. The cherries can be matched to create 
3 pairs which each total 10, so there are 30 
cherries altogether. 
10+10+10=30 

DOGGONE IT! 
First count all the mounds by pairing the 
rows. Each of the 3 pairs has 9 mounds, so 
there are 27 mounds altogether. Now sub
tract the 4 prairie dogs and you are left with 
23 empty mounds. 
27 - 4 = 23 

LARGE PIZZA TO GO! 
Since the pizza is symmetrical, just add up 
the mushrooms on one half. Double this 
amount to get 24 mushrooms altogether. 
12 + 12 = 24 

. 




KNOW DICE 
Rather than adding pairs of dice, notice that 

each row has 10 dots. Since there are 4 rows, 

there are 40 dots altogether. 

10 + 10 + 10 + 10 = 40 


STRAWBERRY SEEDS 
Whenever you add consecutive numbers, it 
is helpful to pair the first and last number, 
the second and second-to-Iast number, and 
so on. All the pairs will have the same total! 
Here, the 3 pairs each add up to 9, so there 
are 27 seeds altogether. 
9+9+9=27 

First count all the windows including both 
the lit and unlit ones. There are 5 windows 
in each of the 7 columns, or 35 windows 
altogether. Now subtract the unlit windows 
and you are left with 28 lit windows. 
35 - 7 = 28 

IT'S A BREEIE! 
Instead of seeing groups with 3 dots of the 
same color, look across the fan to see 3 
groups each with 5 dots of different colors. 
There are 15 dots altogether. 
5+5+5=15 



12 

12 

+ 
12 

36 

SCALLOP SURPRISE! 
Make a group of 11 scallops consisting of 
those in the top 3 rows. Notice that this 
pattern repeats itself twice below so there 
are 33 scallops altogether. 
11 + 11 + 11 =33 

F YING EEDS 
When possible, add numbers that have easy 
sums. The slices can be matched to create 3 
pairs which each total 11, so there are 33 
seeds altogether. 
11 + 11 + 11 =33 

First count all 36 creatures by adding along 
the diagonal. Now subtract the 6 butterflies 
and inchworms, and you are left with 30 
beetles. 
36 - 6 = 30 

FOR TNE BIRDS 
If you move one egg from the nests with 
5 eggs to those with 3 eggs, then all 9 nests 
will have 4 eggs. Each row of nests wiU 
have 1 2 eggs, so there are 36 eggs 
altogether. 
12 + 12 + 12 =36 



A NOTE ABOUT THE GRAPES OF HATH 

Are some kids naturally "good in math"? Or have they learned to think 

about numbers and problems in more effective ways? The Grapes of Math 

introduces children to the art of problem solving through a series 

of engaging math riddles. These riddles challenge kids (and parents!) 

to think creatively while teaching valuable tricks for adding more 

quickly and accurately. 

The Grapes of Math teaches four important lessons in problem solving. 

The first is to be open- minded. Children will learn to look beyond the 

obvious in search of smarter solutions. Second, they are encouraged to 

think strategically by finding convenient sums that make adding easier. 

Third, kids are taught to save time by using a variety of skills when 

solving problems, such as subtracting to add. Finally, children learn to 

organize information by identifying patterns and symmetries. 

I hope everybody who reads The Grapes of Math enjoys this exciting new 

approach to problem solving that encourages creativity and common 

sense, not memorization and formulas. With a little guidance and 

success, all kids can develop the confidence and skills to become good 

math students and effective problem solvers. Enjoy! 



IN THIS BOOK you soon will see 


How very clever you can be. 


Learn little tricks to help you add. 


Surprise your teachers, mom, and dad! 


THI CHALLINGE IS to find each sum 


Without counting one by one. 


Why not count? It's much too slow. 


Adding is the way to go! 


BUT DOW'T JUST ADD what you first see. 


A better way there's sure to be. 


Make clever groups before you start, 


Then add them in a way that's smart! 


SO Tay THISI OUTI 
They're really fun 

You'll love math before you're done! 



