hev. hobt. Hill Thornton
Obituary borrowed from British American Presbyterian.

Wrnen Dr. Thornton arrived in Canaca and commenced his labours and
for a number of years after, the work of the missionary and even of a
pastor were very different from what it is now; the settlements were so
scattered egnd the roads so unformed that it required not only missionary
zeal but no smell amount of physicel vigour and endurance to carry on
ministerial work. The Christian lzbourer had in rezlity to "endure
hercness" in those deys. Dr. Thornton was incomitable inkhis journeys
gna leabours. After & time he nasGe Whitby the centre of his ministerizal
lzbcurs but these lebours were extended far anG wide around him. The
truth is, Dr. Thornton mey be regerdedas the main founder of Presbyterizni
inthe whole regionnow known egs bouth Ontario. Far znd wide dia his
labours extena. He was perticular in keeping appointments and even to
the last never shrunk from any dutiy zssigned to him,

Ur. Thornton not only was a diligent ana faithful pastor but all
elong toox a aeep interest in theczuse of education, and indeed in
everything connectea with the socizl, morzl and spirituzl good of the
community. He aida much by instruction and by personzl intercourse to
stimulate the young to mentel and spiritusl improvement.

Lr. Thornton was grestly blessed in his family. His wes verily a
happy Christian home. True the King of Terrors entered it repeatedly,
and bore eway hear anG deer ones., His eldest son was removed when
verging on menhood ana full of promise, as gladdens the hearts of
Christian parents, & sweet little daughter wes sucdenly snatched from
them by a peinful zccident., Not many years ago another dsughter 'womzn
grown' giftedby nature but more by grace, was called away......his wife
diec a year before him.

His end was peaceful. Owing to the nature of the disease, his
prostretion was so great thet he could spesk only in monosyllables, anad
that with great difficulty. But towards theclose, the tongue which had
so often told of Crnrist's love became powerless, but there needed not a
Geathbed qeclaration thet he had felt the power of that Love. One that
was preseni on the solemn occasion thanked Goa for the testimony of a
long, consistent and zezlous Christian life., Who thet knows aught of his
life anc labours will notU feel prompted to exclaim, “"Soldier of Christ,
well donel" %

"rnis funerzsl took place on the 13th attended by meny who had known
end respectea him in life. The nunber would have been very much grester
out for the severe weather which preveiled at the time.
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